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A monument, from the design of Charles 
Bulfinch, was erected in 1790 by a number of 
inhabitants to “commemorate that train of 
events which led to the American Revolution 
and finally secured Liberty and Independence 
to the United States.” This was a plain Doric 
column, about 6O feet high, built of brick, 
covered with stucco, with foundation and 
mouldings of stone. The following spring it 
was surmounted by a “large eagle of wood, 
gilt, Supporting the American arms,” The col 
umn was enclosed “by a fence of rails, in front 
of which were benches for the accommoda- 
tion of those who ascend the hill.”. A wooden 
effigy of the eagle is now over the President's 
chair in the Senate chamber. 


On August 10, 1811, the town of Boston sold 
to Samuel Spear and John Hancock the land 
on which the monument stood, being 6 rods 
square originally reserved in 1634-35. The hill 
was dug away and the column taken down 
and destroyed, but the four slate tablets in its 
base were preserved in the State House, and 
are now in the stone reproduction which was 
erected by the Bunker Hill Monument 
Association in 1898. The new monument was 
formally presented to the Commonwealth on 
June 17, 1899. Its dimensions are exactly the 
same as those of the original, and the eagle is 
an exact copy of the original drawings for the 
wooden eagle upon the Bulfinch monument. 


Report of the Bunker Fiill 
Monument Association, 1899 
Courtesy 

State House Library 


